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Regional and Local Roles

At the local or regional level, transportation planners will be required
by the ISTEA to give more detailed consideration to freight transpor-
tation needs than they have in the past. Besides requiring that specific
attention be paid to port access needs, the legislation requires the
assessment of "methods to enhance the efficient movement of freight"
[Section 1024(f)(7) and (11)]. The intent is clearly one of fostering an
intermodal approach. Aside from including "intermodal" in the title
of the bill, the ISTEA requires the MPOs to develop long-range plans
that identify needs and capital resources for "transportation facilities
(including but not limited to major roadways, transit, and multi-
modal and intermodal facilities) that should function as an integrated
metropolitan transportation system, giving emphasis to those facili-
ties that serve important national and regional transportation func-
tions" [Section 1024(g)(2)(A)].

State and local governments as well as port officials can take sev-
eral steps to facilitate landside access to maritime industries. As re-
quired by the ISTEA, freight transportation needs should be given
more detailed consideration when routes are designated as eligible for
federal and state assistance and in assigning priorities for funding.
This recommendation should be applied immediately in the identi-
fication of routes eligible for the National Highway System, which is
to include the Interstates and other major primary highways. This
system, to be funded at the highest level, is to be defined by FHWA
with the assistance of the states and MPOs and presented to Congress
by December 1993. States and MPOs should also include freight
transportation facilities in the development of their intermodal trans-
portation facility plans.

Port Role

Some ports may need for their top port officials to invest more time
and energy in local, state, and federal surface transportation planning
and policy making. Although many port officials already actively
market the importance of their ports to their local and regional econ-
omies, such efforts will continue to be needed to influence highway
transportation investments, especially in light of the greater promi-
nence given to MPOs in local decision making by the ISTEA and the